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OGC REVIEW 
COMPLETED 

24 February 1956 


Ktb.: Deputy ML rector (Intemgence) 
SUBJECT; Loss of Nationality 


1. You have inquired as to those provisions of lav which 
r«iif3 bring about a loss of aati™ »n*y ^ a person naturalised 


2. 2s e applicable jarorisione of law are fount, in Title 8, 

U. 3. Code, Sections lw4 and 1485. 

'% 1404. Loss of nationality by xsatueallsed national 

"(a) A person who has becoee a national by naturalisation 
shall lose his rationality by-- 

"(1) bavins a continuous residence for three years in 
the territory of a foreign state of which he ms fbnasrly a 
national or in which the place of bis birth is situated* except 
as provided in section 1485 of this title* whether such resi- 
dence coenencsd before or after the effective date of this 
chapter; » . . 

”(t>) (1) For the purpose of paragraph (1) of sub- 
section (a) of this section* the tins during which the 
person bad Ms residence abroad solely or principally 
fen- a reason or puzpoae within the scope of ary provision 
of section l4©$ of this title shall not be counted la eoeput- 
ing quantum of residence . . . 

*| 1485. Inapplicability of section l4£4 to certain persons 

"Section 1484 (a) of this title sh all hem no application 
to a national who— 

*(l) has Ms residence abroad is the SE^loymest of the 

COverreaent of the United States; or 

"(2) is receiving ccupensation from the Qovomraen* of 
the United States and has his r e si d ence abroad on account of 
disability incurred in its service; or 
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for reoiteic « tu» Unltea States 

?*? JwantywflvB yean subsequent to his naturali- 
sation, and shall turn? attained the age of sixty years vhsn 
foreign residence is established; or y uem WhSQ to 

rs 6 id f nce on October 14 , 194c, and 

tcBporarily ha® his residence abroad, or who the r eafte r has 

sawly or principally to represent a bona fide American 
educational, scientific, philanthropic, easnercial, financi al 

S 52£* itS prLccip<a - «“*«* • pll^ 

v Stctea, car a bom fide religious 

fJS 0 * 804 r ^ es «^*tive in t£ United 
*^cy of «a official character in 
** **<* ? 

Drought to the Ifcltad States, «ho« 

, A “ succ case the person haring his residence abroad »h*i i 
mC S^ s ' register at the approprlat e Foreign' 
S^+^L fflT i v,f nd uulasit evl4eoce satisfactory to the Secretary 

case c«rtlaues to neet thTSquirecsmts £r^ 
this subparagraph; or (c) by reason of the death of his 

^“'T' * f“ a-t iTSS the 

death of ouch parent, spouse, or child the person having Ms 
r^dence abroad shall return to the itedted 3 tS®s^tSi six 
months after the death of such relative; or 

"(<$} has Ms residence abroad for the purpose of mirnuin^ 
a full course of study of a specialised charSteTor^t?^^^ 

i SiS iti °S^S leamitse of a grade above that of 

*”***> *■* -* — -om «£ 

_ J (7i **** s ^ ome or child of an African citizen, who 
t^J£L P Si?! aCe abr0ed for 1418 P UJ Pose of being with Ms 

to^STgf ttTiffiTnf P€Ureat Wfa0h * shi8 

s*<te -Sk - SM^asras s«» 
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"(6) is the spouse or child of an American national Uy 
birth who while under the age of twenty-one years had hie 
residence in the United States for a period oar Period* 
totalling tec yeses, and has his reside nce abroad for the 
purpose of being with said spouse or parent j or 

**( 9 ) vas bom in the United States at am of its out- 
lying possessions, who originally had American nationality 
and who, after hawing lost such nationality thorough marriage 
to an alien, reacquired itj or 

”(10) has, by Act of Congress car by treaty, Doited States 
nationality solely by reason of fawner rwtionality and birth 
or residence in cm area outside the continental tfeiitad States; 
SOTtS7S«t (section im (*) of this Htl») timll not be 

to be or to hare been applicable to persons defined in 
this paragraph." 

3. lie shove cited provisions are the only ones which would bring 
ab ou t an automatic divestiture of United States na tio nality. loss may 
ajLao be occasioned, erf course, by acts inconsistent vdtfa loyalty to 
the United States sod the nature of such acts, as described in section 
lM& erf the same Title, 

«| iAQl. Loss of nationality by native-born or naturalized 
citizen} voluntary actios 

*{a) Prom and after the effective date erf this chapter a 
person who is a national of the United States whether by birth 
or rwtturslisatlon, shall lose his nationality by— 

*(l) obtaining naturalisation in a foreign state upon bis 
am ap plication , v&m an application filad is his behalf by a 
parent’ guardian, or duly authorized agent, or throu^ the 
oaturallaitl<& of a parent having legal custody of such person; 
Provided, That nationality shall not be lost by say person under 
this section as the result of the naturalization of a parent 
or parents **» lie such, parson is under the age of twenty-one 
years j or as the result <rf a naturalisation obtained on behalf 
of a person under twenty-one years of a®e by * parant, ©aurdias, 
or duly authorized agant, unless such person sha ll fail to ester 
the United states to establish a peasaaent residence prior to 
his twenty-fifth birthday: And provided further, That a person 
who shall haws lost nationality potior to January 1, l$fc8, through 
the naturalization in a foreign state of a parent or parents. 
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may, within one year txm the effective date of .JJ** 
chap ter, apply far a vim and tor adolssioa to the United 
States as a nooffl»ta taadgraBt under the provisions of 
section UClW (2T)(S) of title} or 


«(g) ta king an oath or ©aking an affirffiatian or other 
formal acclaratian of allegiance to a foreign state or a 
political subdivision thereof { car 


«(3) enterlns# car serving In, the armed forces of a 
foreign state unless, prior to such entry car nexvtco, sued* 
entry or service Is specifically authorised In writing fey 
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of Defense: Provided, 
'T’hg*. the entry Into such service fey a person prior to the 
att aiaaeat of his eighteenth birthday shall serve to expatriate 
such person only if there exists an option to secure a release 
frc» such service end snafe person fails to exercise such 
option at the attainment Of his ei^hteonth birthday} or 


"(4) (A) accepting, serving in, or perforata® the 
duties of any office, post, or ee$lny»aat under the govem- 
Ejeat of a foreiga state or a political sihdiviaiOB thereof, 
if he has car acquiree the nationality of such foreign state} 
or (B) accepting, serving in, or performing the duties of any 
office, poet, or eapl oyswat u n de r the ipverowat of a foreign 
state or a po litical n> ^'i thereof, for which office, 

post, or cBpaoypBgt an oath, affirmation, or declaration * 
of allegiance is required; or 

"(5) voting in a political election in a foreign state 
or participating in an election or plebiscite to determine 
the sovereignty over foreign territory} or 

"(6) saving a formal renunciation at nationality before 
a d iplomatic ox fwm v fl«a» officer of the United States in a 
foreign state, in such fora as may fee prescribed fey the 
Secretary of State} or 

*{'f) in the United States a formal written renuncia- 

tion of nationality in such fora aa m ay fee prescribed fey, and 
before such officer a© nay fee designated fey , the Att orney General, 
whenever the United States shall fee in a state of war and the 
Attorney General shall approve such renuixiiatlcsa as net contrary 
to the interests of national defense} or 


"(3) deserting the military, sir, or naval forces of the 
United States in time of war, if and 'sdam he is cewictad thereof 
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by court assrtial and m the result of eu ah conviction is 
disralased or dishcmoawbiy discharged from the service of 
such military, air, or aural forces: Provided, Hwt not- 
withstanding loss of nationality or citizenship under the 
taros of this chapter or previous Isos by reason of assertion 
Goaaitted la tiae of war, restoration to active duty with 
such military, air, or naval farces In time of war or the 
reenUsteent or induction of such a person in time of war 
vith permission of ccvqpetent military, air, car nasal authority 
shall be deemed to banre the ismediate effect of restoring 
such nationality or citizenship heretofore or hereafter so 
lost; or 

n (9) cassLttiag any act of treason against, or attempting 
ly force to overthrow, or bearing a as against, the Un ited 
States, if and when he is convicted thereof by & court martial 
or by a court of competent jurisdiction; or 

"(10) departing, from or remaining outside of the juris- 
diction of the Ubited States in thae of war or during a period 
declared by the President to be a period of national ana ra ancy 
for the purpose of evading or avoiding training and service^ 
in the aHitary, air, or naval forces of the Halted States. 

For the puxpoees of this paragraph failure to cocply with 
any provision of any cospulsozy service laws of the united 
States shall raise the presiasption that the departure fr am 
or absence fro m the United States was for the purpose of 
evading or avoiding training and service in the military, air, 
or naval forces of the United States. 

, . F, ^. Acy f 6 ?® 0 * 1 vlJO cooKit# or performs any act specified 
la subsection (a) of this section shall be conclusively pre- 
k® 03 3o**® so voluntarily and without having been 
adjected to duress of may kind, if such person at the than 
of the act was a national of the state in which the act was 
performed mod had been physically present in sudh stat e for 
a period or periods totaling tea years Mr txrre laasdS stel y 
prior to auch act." 


k, 
, I 


if you have any additional Rations pertaining to a 
would be happy to try to answer thaa. 


specific 


25X1 A9A 


Assistant General Counsel 
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